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A. GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres).  »•••• . •••••  1,605 

Population  (General  Register  Office)  .......  8,520 

Number  of  inhabitat ed  houses  ••«••••••••  2,689 

Population  Density  per  house  .3.168 

Rateable  Value  ••••••• . .  .  $4-7,4-15 

Sum  representated  by  a  penny  rate.  ••••••••  £187 

INDUSTRIES . 

Boot  and  Shoe  Factory  Pottery  Factory- 

Breweries  Tile  Factory 

Light  Industries 
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Glass  Works 


Farms 


B.  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA, 


Domiciliary  and  General  Practice  Nursing, 

Two  District  Nurse-Midwives  provide  a  very  efficient 
and  satisfactory  nursing  service  for  the  Urban  District, 

In  addition,  there  is  one  private  nursing  home  operated 
by  a  certified  midwife. 

Six  general  practitioners  in  the  town  provide  adequate 
medical  services  for  the  town  and  district. 

Hospital  Services. 

When  necessary,  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are 
admitted  to  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Wedne sbury, 
or  Bucknall  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent, 

Yarnfield  Convalescent  Home  is  available  to  patients 
frcrn  Stafford.  General  Infilmary,  when  required. 

Medical  and  surgical  cases  are  admitted  to 
Stafford  General  Infirmary  and  the  North  Staffordshire 
Royal  Infirmary,  Stoke-on-Trent, 

Aged  people  and  chronic  cases  are  provided  for 
by  Trent  Hospital,  which  is  administered  by  the 
St  afford  shire  Hospital  Management  Committee, 

School  Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres, 


The  Staffordshire  County  Council  continue  to  hold  School 
Clinics  at  St,  Michael*  s  Hall  every  Thursday  morning,  and 
provide  school  dental  services  at  the  Kitchener  Institute, 

An  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  attends  at  Walton 
Community  Centre  every  Wednesday  afternoon  and  at  St  .Michael*  s 
Hall  every  Thursday  afternoon  for  infant  welfare  consultations 
and  services,  where  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  is  provided. 

Health  Visiting. 

A  full  time  health  visitor  is  employed  by  the  County  Council 
for  work  in  the  district.  The  health  visitor  attends  all 
sessions  of  the  school  clinics  and  infant  welfare  centres. 
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following  up  all  cases  as  necessary  by  visits  to 
the  home,  also  co-operating  with  the  Public  Health 
Department  in  cases  where  bad  housing  conditions  exist. 

Tuberculosis  Services. 


As  there  is  no  local  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  the  patients 
in  the  Urban  District  who  have  developed  this  disease  travel 
to  Mill  Bank  Dispensary,  Stafford.  A  tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  employed  by  the  County  operates  part-time  in  this 
area. 


Laboratory  Service. 

All  specimens  from  general  practitioners,  milk,  water 
and  sewage  effluent  samples,  together  with  suspected 
unsound  foods,  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Stafford  for  examination.  The  laboratory  provides  an 
invaluable  service  for  this  branch  of  public  health 
admini  st  r  at  i  on , 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  laboratory  at  'Wolverhampton 
accept  specimens  of  diseased  meat  for  examination  when  laboratory 
tests  are  required  for  confirmation  of  opinions  on  the  meat. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  ambulance  service  frcm  the  Stone  Ambulance  Station 
is  now  operated  from  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Mondays  to  Fridays, 
and  frcm  8  a.m.  to  12  noon  on  Saturdays.  If  required  at  other 
times  ambulances  are  called  from  Stafford, 

Mortuary. 

Mortuary  facilities  are  provided  at  Trent  Hospital. 
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C.  GENERAL  HEALTH  IN  THE  AREA. 


Births  and  Deaths. 

In  commenting  on  the  Vital  Statistics  tables  I  would 
point  out  that  comparisons  with  the  national  rates  should 
only  be  made  with  the  appreciation  that  rates  for  this 
district  are  based  on  a  small  population  and  do  not, 
therefore,  give  a  true  index  of  the  general  health. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  births  for 
the  year  was  110,  which  although  a  decrease  on  last  year 
(134)  almost  corresponds  with  that  for  1952  (112).  This 
gives  a  rate  for  the  year*  of  12,52  per  1,000  which  is 
considerably  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  is 
15.2. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  has 
remained  high  and  is  the  same  as  last  year,  namely  4?  3 
of  these  being  in  children  under  4  weeks  who  died  of  prematurity. 
The  fourth,  11  months  of  age,  died  from  intestinal  obstruction. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from 
puerperal  causes  during  the  year. 

The  death  rate  in  Stone  for  1954  is  again  high  -  18.90 
per  1;000  population,  compared  with  11.30  for  England  and  Wales. 
This  again  is  due  to  the  deaths  which  occur  in  Trent  Hospital 
and  St,  Mary’ s  Home  being  included  in  the  statistics  for  Stone 
Urban  District,  although  many  of  these  people  are  not  Stone 
residents.  The  actual  number  of  Stone  residents  who  died  during 
the  year  including  inward  transferable  deaths  is  111,  which 
gives  an  adjusted  death  rate  for  Stone  residents  cf  12,63 
per  1,000  population  -  which  compares  more  favourably  with 
the  England  and  Wales  rate. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

General.  There  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  during 
1954,  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  65  as 
against  154  Lor  last  year.  This  considerable  decrease  is  due 
mainly  to  the  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever.  5  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  against 
3  for  last  year.  Ty/o  of  these  were  in  one  household  and  infection 
v/as  tiaced  to  a  carrier,  v/ho  v/as  subsequently  treated  and  responded 
to  tieatment. 
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Pneumonia,  Cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  totalled  4>  non  of 
which  were  fatal. 

Measles,  Only  48  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  129  for  the  previous  year,  the  autumn  outbreak 
having  been  less  severe  than  usual. 

Whooping  Cough,  The  number  of  cases  has  increased  slightly 
from  5  in  1953  to  8  in  1954*  This  however,  is  still  avast 
improvement  on  the  last  p re -immunisation  year  i,e,  1952 
when  43  cases  were  notified. 

Poliomyelitis .  Only  1  case  of  suspected  poliomyelitis  was 
notified  and  this  was  not  confirmed. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases.  There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox, 
Diphtheria,  Enteric  diseases,  Puerperal  Fever,  Erysipelas  or 
Meningitis  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis.  The  following  are  the  number  of  cases  of  this 
disease  since  1949 

1949  -  16. 

1950  -  6. 

1951  -  3. 

1952  ~  5. 

1953  -  7. 

1954  -  8. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  for  the  year  is  nil, 

Y/hilst  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications,  the  death  rate  from  this  cause  has  dropped. 

The  increase  in  notifications  was  primarily  due  to  the  Mass 
Radiography  Survey  in  the  district  early  in  the  year,  when 
3,476  persons  over  the  age  of  14  (a  high  proportion  of  the 
total  population)  presented  themselves  for  x-ray  examination 
for  this  survey.  Three  new  cases  were  detected  by  the  survey. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in 
the  district  during  1 934,  which  is  very  gratifying. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  ih  1954  under  Section  47  of  this  Act, 
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D.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  statistics  give  particulars  of  the  births  arid 
deaths  in  the  district,  and  show  various  ’rates*  which  are 
compared,  where  possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Hales, 
A  complete  list  of  the  causes  of  deaths  will  be  found  in 
Table  7  at  the  end  of  the  report. 


Table  No,  1, 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Deaths  of 
infants 
under  1  year 
of  age. 


Deaths  of 
infants 
under  A  weeks 
of  age. 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

56 

53 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Nil 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

56 

54 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 
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Table  No.  2 


Maternal  Mortality. 


Deaths  in  Rate  per  1,000  Live 
Stone  U.D.  and  Still  Births 

Stone  U.D.  England  &  Wales. 


Maternal  Causes 

excluding  abortion. 

Nil. 

0.00 

0.58. 

Due  to  abortion. 

Nil. 

0.00 

0.1-1. 

Total  Maternal  Mortality. 

Nil. 

0.00 

0.69. 

Table  No.  3 


Births  and  Deaths  Rates 


Compiarability  Factors  -  Births  0.97  Deaths  0.97 

Stone  U.D.  England  &  Wales. 


Live  births  per  1,000  population 

12.91 

- 

adjusted. 

12.52 

15.2 

Still  births  per  1,000 

(Live  and  still  births) 

17.86 

24.0 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000 

population 

19.4B 

- 

adjusted 

18.90 

11.30 

Death  orate  of  infants  under  1  year 

per  1,000  live  births  36.36  25.3 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  live  births  27.27  17*7* 


-  8  - 


Confirmed  Infectious  Diseases 
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Poliomyelitis 


Table  No.  5» 


Tuberculosis, 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1933 

Age  New  Cases  Deaths 

Periods  Pulmonaiy  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  P.  M.  F. 


0  -  A 

5-9  1. 

10  -  19  1.  1. 

20  -  34  2.  2, 

35  ~  49 


50+  1. 


4* 

4. 

- 

mm  mm 

Death 

t! 

rate  for  Tuberculosis 

tt  It  It 

-  Stone  U,D,  -  0,000  per  1,000  population, 

-  England  &  Wales  -  0.179per  1,000  population, 

Table 

No,  6. 

Number  of  cases 

at 

on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  che 
the  end  of  the  last  four  years. 

District 

Year 

Male 

Pulmonary 

Female 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

Total, 

1951 

20 

23 

8 

15 

66 

1952 

21 

26 

7 

15 

69 

1953 

20 

16 

3 

- 

39 

1954 

22 

18 

3 

— 

43 

-  10  - 


Table  No,  7. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

In  Stone  Urban  District  in  1954 


Classified  according  to  the  Registrar  General1 s  Short  List  of  Causes, 


1 •  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Sylphilitic  disease 

4*  Diphtheria 

5#  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningo-coccal  infections 

7*  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8,  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 5*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 6.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  lieaxt  disea.se 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21 .  Other  circulatory  diseases 

22.  Influenza 

23  •  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

31 .  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


M.  P. 

1 


2  1 

5  2 
1 
3 

4  3 

1 

3 

13  16 

7  5 

1  2 

14  27 
2 

1 

3 

6  3 

1  2 


1 

2 

1  1 

9  19 

1  1 
2 


All  Causes76  90 
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E.  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  ON  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA* 


The  following  table  summarises  the  inspections  made 
during  the  year  for  all  purposes 


Number  of  Notices  served 
Inspections.  Formal  Informal 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Water  Supply 

Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal 
Night soil  Collection 
Dwelling  Houses  -  Repairs 
n  "  -  Demolition 

Housing  Appl’s  &  Overcrowding 
Tents, Vans  and  Sheds 
Canal  Boats 
Infectious  Disease 
Verminous  &  Dirty  Premises 
Other  Insect  Infestations 
Rodent  Control 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Pet  Animal  s  Act 
Miscellaneous  Notices 
Factories 
Workplaces 
Outworkers 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 
Petroleum  Storage 
Smoke  Nuisance 
Schools 

Shops  (Health  Provisions) 

"  (Shops  Act  Inspections) 
Dangerous  Buildings,  etc. 
Miscellaneous 

Abattoir  -  Meat  Inspection 
11  -  Other 

Meat  Shops 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Dairies 

Cafes,  Restaurants  &  Canteens 
Other  Food  Premises 
Food  Poisoning 
Mi  sc  ell  ane  ous 


28  A 
11 
105 
2 

216 

168 

232 

31 

1 

27 

12 

43 

86 

1 

1 

12 

15 

6 

14 
26 

15 
7 
6 

53 

4 

12 

320 

43 

20 

39 

6 

19 

41 

6 


1 


5 

1 

1 


9 


39 


2 


1 


4 


1 

2 


3 


1 


1884  13  57 
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1 ,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 


Samples  of  the  effluent  discharged  from  the  sewage 
disposal  works  have  been  taken  by  the  County  Health 
Department  and  the  Trent  River  Board.,  and  all  have  been 
satisfactory,  that  is,  within  the  standard  suggested  by 
the  Royal  Commission. 


Details  of  foul  and  storm  sewage,  1948-54  : 


Foul 

Storm 

Total 

Rainfall 

1948 

127,324,000 

7,424,272 

134,748,272 

31.03 

1949 

122,035,000 

9,957,640 

131,992,640 

23.78 

1950 

141,294,000 

9,274,900 

150,568,900 

29.22 

1951 

1 54*344*700+ 

13,089,760 

167,434,460 

32.66 

1952 

164,902,533+ 

7,918,520+ 

172,821,053 

27.65 

1953 

160,102,650+ 

8,649,280+ 

168,751,930 

25.80 

1954 

196,430,500+ 

20,882,800 

217,313,300 

35.8 

+  Includes  an  estimated  quantity  for  a  few  days  during  which 
meters  were  not  operating.  The  number  of  days  when  this  occurred 
are  as  follows 

Foul  Storm 

1951  11 

1952  5  2 

1953  5  40 

■1954  3-? 

It  can  be  observed  from  the  above  figures  that  since  1948 
there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  total  quantity  of 
sewage  treated.  The  exceptional  increase  this  year  has  been 
due  mainly  to  the  high  rainfall  during  the  year.  It  is 
significant,  however,  that  an  increase  in  rainfall  causes  a 
considerable  rise  in  the  quantity  of  foul  sewage  which  indicates 
a  need  for  improvement  in  the  separation  of  the  two  systems. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  carrying  out  extensions  and 
improvements  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  Ministry  of 
Health  requested  further  information  following  the  submission  of 
a  draft  scheme.  The  County  Council  were  approached  regarding 
these  improvements  prior  to  again  taking  up  the  matter  with  the 
Ministry  and  technical  consultations  are  now  in  hand. 
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2 . Drainage. 


The  standard  of  drainage  works  by  private  contractors 
has  been  maintained  at  a  high  level  by  advising  on  and  testing 
of  all  work  carried  out. 

One  formal  and  five  informal  notices  were  served  in 
respect  of  maintenance  and  improvement  of  existing  drains. 

One  of  these  notices  required  connection  to  the  public 
sewer  and  another^  reconstruction  of  a  private  treatment 
plant  but  the  work  involved  was  not  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  One  notice  served  in  the  previous  year  for 
reconstruction  of  private  treatment  plant  has  this  year 
been  complied  with, 

3, Pail  closets  and  septic  tanks. 

There  are  still  21  pail  closets  and  19  septic  tanks  in 
the  district  but  considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
standard  of  septic  tanks  and  work  is  going  on  at  the  present 
time  which  will,  during  the  coming  year,  reduce  pail  closets  to 
sixteen.  The  emptying  of  pail  closets  is  undertaken  by  the  Council 
but  the  cleansing  of  septic  tanks  is  the  responsibility  of  the  owners. 

4»Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  for  the  town  is  supplied  by  the  Staffordshire 
Potteries  Water  Board.  While  the  water  continues  to  be  excellent 
bacteriologically,  it  is  still  extremely  hard. 

Regular  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Board  and  copies 
of  the  reports  provided. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  y/ithout  water  in  the  house 
over  a  sink  and  one  house  y/ithout  any  piped  wupply  but  the  demolition 
of  some  of  these  houses  will  be  started  during  next  year, 

0 no  notice  was  served  during  the  year  in  connection  with  a  property 
v/here  the  water  supply  had  been  cut  off. 

New  supplies  -  During  1934>  39  new  houses  were  connected 
to  the  mains, 

3. Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Collection  of  refuse  in  the  district  is  carried  out  on  a 
v/eekly  basis.  Complaints  arise  fran  time  to  time  about  the  method 
of  collection  employed,  that  is  by  the  use  of  skips  which  are  used  for 
conveying  refuse  from  the  bin  to  the  vehicle.  It  is  knovvn  that  while 
this  is  not  an  entirely  satisfactory  method  its  employment  has  been 
made  necessary  in  order  to  economise  on  labour  and  cost  of  collection. 
The  recruitment  of  suitable  labour  still  remains  a  difficulty, 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (Continued), 


With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  and  the 
notable  increase  in  the  quantity  of  refuse  per  household 
the  greater  amount  of  refuse  to  be  collected  has  made  it 
apparent  that  existing  refuse  vehicles  are  inadequate  to  maintain 
a  satisfactory  weekly  collection. 

At  the  present  time  the  Council  use  only  one  7  cubic  yard 
refuse  vehicle  which  is  supplemented  by  a  50  cwt  lorry  fitted 
with  detachable  covers.  The  employment  of  this  lorry  is 
not  in  keeping  with  hygienic  collection  and  it  is  obvious  that 
the  time  has  come  when  this  lorry  should  be  replaced  by  a 
further  proper  refuse  vehicle. 

During  the  year  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  on  one  tip  only.  As  the  tip  consolidates,  the  surface 
is  being  soiled  and  seeded  and  will  untimately  be  used  as  a 
playing  field. 

Salvage  -  Despite  the  bottle  neck,  which  is  evident  in 
the  summer  months  of  each  year  by  difficulties  experienced  in 
baling  waste  paper,  the  year’s  trading  has  been  highly  gratifying, 
I  give  below  the  weights  of  materials  sold  and  the  receipts 
from  their  sale. 


Weight. 

Receipts, 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

45. 

9. 

3. 

293. 

7. 

10. 

Cardboard 

. 

u~\ 

OJ 

9. 

2. 

199. 

12, 

0. 

Container  ‘Waste, 

4. 

15. 

0. 

V-M 

CO 

• 

0, 

0. 

Rags, 

3. 

7. 

0, 

53. 

12. 

0. 

Be  rap  Iron, 

5. 

7. 

1. 

18. 

15. 

5. 

84. 

8. 

2, 

603. 

7. 

3. 
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HOUSING 


6. Erection  of  Dwelling  Houses, 

54  Houses  were  erected  by  this  authority  on  the  Lichfield 
Road  Estate  during  the  period. 

Private  building  of  new  dwellings  has  again  been  poor 
and  it  seems  unlikely  that  there  will  be  any  improvement 
in  the  near  future  because  of  the  lack  of  suitable  sites# 
Nevertheless  a  good  deal  of  private  work  has  been  carried 
out  on  the  improvement  and  conversion  of  existing  properties 
and  if  this  continues  in  future  years,  as  is  expected  with 
the  aid  offered  by  improvement  grants,  a  steady  and  general 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  houses  in  the  district  will 
result. 

Table  1  -  Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year 


(i)  By  Local  Authority  54 

(ii)  "  other  Local  AuthoritiesNil 

(iii)  "  Private  Enterprise  5 

(iv)  "  Ministry  of  Supply  Nil 


59 


Table  2  -  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  on  the 
31st  December,  1954?  which  were  built  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Acts. 

Erected  during  the  years  1919  -  1940  -  311 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1 954. 


10 

72 

56 

20 

6 

28 

86 

59 


648 
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7  4i  Inspect  ion  and  Repair  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

With  the  formulation  of  a  progressive  and  positive 
slum  clearance  programme,  the  work  of  effecting  repairs 
on  dwelling  houses  has  to  a  large  extent  been  simplified. 

Where  a  property  is  likely  to  be  demolished  in 
the  near  future,  the  policy  has  been  to  ask  owners  to  carry 
out  first  aid  repairs  only,  whereas  in  better  classes  of 
property  extensive  repairs  have  been  asked  for  in  order  to 
make  them  into  good  livable  houses  for  a  considerable  period. 

This  policy  has  on  the  whole  been  successful  and  owners 
have  co-operated  fairly  well. 

Inspection. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  -  148 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above  purpose  -  384 

2.  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  -  104 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respect  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation.  -  44 

Remedy  of  Defects. 

Number  of  houses  repaired,  rendered  fit  or 

improved  in  consequence  of  formal  action  -  1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  repaired,  rendered 
fit  or  improved  in  consequence  of  informal 

action.  -  25 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  or 
improved  in  consequence  of  voluntary  action 

by  owner.  -  34 
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8 ♦Demolition  of  Dwelling  Houses, 


The  following  figures  would  rather  indicate  that  little 
has  been  done  with  sub-standard  properties  during  the  year. 

This,  however  is  not  so,  for  in  addition  to  the  four  houses 
listed  as  being  demolished  or  closed  during  1954,  formal  action 
was  also  commenced  in  respect  of  twelve  more  houses. 

Also  in  May,  a  progx’amme  was  adopted  by  the  Council  for 
demolishing  just  over  a  hundred  houses  over  a  period 
of  the  next  four  or  five  years  and  as  indicated  in  the  above 
comment,  considerable  progress  along  these  lines  has  already 
been  made. 

The  only  other  circuits tance  which  could  possibly  prevent 
completion  of  this  progressive  programme  would  be  a  reduction  in 
the  rate  of  building  of  new  dwellings  which  unfortunately  seems 
likely  during  the  ccming  year. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
consequence  of  formal  action  -  3 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  or 

no  longer  used,  -  1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  -  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
consequence  of  voluntary  action  by  owner  -  Nil 

9  •  Overcrowding  and  Rehousing, 


During  the  year,  steady  progress  has  been  made  in 
rehousing  and  about  the  middle  of  the  year  it  seemed  that  we 
were  in  sight  of  solving  the  rehousing  problem.  However,  towards 
the  end  of  the  period  it  became  evident  that  a  reduction  in  the 
rate  of  building  new  houses  was  inevitable  and  1955  will  probably 
see  the  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  as  imposing  as  ever. 

Stone  was  fortunate  in  the  early  post  war  period  as  only 
one  site  of  temporary  houses  were  erected  in  the  district.  In 
the  middle  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed  with  the  owners  -  the 
Ministry  of  Supply  -  to  rehouse  the  tenants  from  these  properties 
and  tov/ards  the  end  of  the  period  about  half  of  them  had  been 
vacated.  It  is  probable  that  they  will  all  be  vacated  and  demolished 
by  the  end  of  next  year. 
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1 0 .Moveable  Dwellings . 


There  are  no  licensed  sites  for  moveable  dwellings  in 
the  area,  although  two  siteis  are  used  occasionally.  The 
owner  of  one  of  these  sites  has  again  exceeded  the  limited 
permitted  use  and  it  would  appear  that  statutory  action  will 
have  to  be  taken  at  some  time  in  the  near  future  if  control 
of  this  site  is  to  be  effected. 

1 1 . Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises  and  Insect  Infestation. 

No  major  infestations  have  been  observed  during  the  year 
and  on  only  one  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  informal 
notice  in  relation  to  dirty  premises. 

1 2.  Rodent  Control. 

Twice  during  the  year  the  town1  s  sewers  were  treated  for 
infestation  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Also  regular  treatment  for  tip  and 
other  surface  infestations  were  carried  out. 

Details  of  treatments  other  than  sewers  are  as  shown  in  the 
following  table 


Local  Dwelling  Agric-  All  other 

Authority.  Houses.  ultural,  Purposes, 


Rats, 


Major  Infestations, 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Minor  " 

3 

62 

Nil 

5 

Mice. 

Major  Infestations 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Minor  " 

3 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

13, Pet  Animals  Act. 


One  shop  is  licensed  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act.  No 
contraventions  of  the  Act  have  occurred. 


1A»  Factories 


lumber  on  Register. 


47 


Number  of  inspection  for  all  purposes.  15 

No  serious  contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act  have 
been  observed  but  one  notice  was  issued  requiring  certain 
works  to  be  carried  out  before  a  certificate  could  be  issued 
in  connection  with  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

1 5* Smoke  Abatement. 

Further  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  reduce 
smoke  emission  from  factory  chimneys .  The  owners  of  the  factories 
are  concerned  about  the  problem  and  considering  the  possibility 
of  improving  existing  plant.  It  should,  however,  be  appreciated 
that  considerable  capital  expenditure  is  necessary  to  greatly 
improve  boiler  plant  and  in  consequence  improvement  is  slow* 

Two  notices  v/ere  issued  in  connection  with  smoke  emission 
from  a  small  installation  and  some  improvement  has  been  effected. 

l6.~’  A  '. 


(a)  Health  Provisions.  Health  provisions  in  Shops  show  a 
steady  improvement,  mainly  by  voluntary  action. 


(b)  Provisions  enforced  by  Shops  Act  Authority. 

53  inspections  were  carried  out,  A  separate  report  has  been 
submitted  on  this  work. 
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Ins£ e ction  and  Supervision  of  Food, 

17» Inspection  of  Meat. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  the  end  of 
June  slaughtering  for  the  supply  of  meat  to  the 
Stone  Urban  and  Rural  areas  continued  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Abattoir  in  High  Street. 

With  the  decontrol  of  meat  supplies  in  July  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Abattoir  v/as  closed.  Consideration 
was  given  to  the  possibility  of  retaining  centralised 
slaughtering  in  the  district  but  as  such  a  scheme  did 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  local  butchers  and 
v/ould  probably  run  at  a  loss  in  view  of  the  limited 
number  of  animals  which  v/ould  be  slaughtered,  it 
was  decided  that  slaughtering  in  tills  area  should  be 
carried  on  by  private  butchers  in  their  own 
s 1 aught e  rhous e  s . 

Three  slaughterhouses  were  subsequently  licensed 
on  a  short  term  basis  pending  completion  of  alterations 
and  repairs  required  by  notices.  The  slaughterhouses 
v/ere  still  operating  on  this  basis  at  the  end  of  the 
period,  the  repairs  and  alterations  not  having  been 
completed. 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered. 


Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Ministry  of  Food  Abattoir 

392 

115 

1744- 

655 

Private  Abattoirs. 

311 

A6 

1079 

356 

Total  for  period 

703 

1 61 

1823 

1011 
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Total  Weight  of  Home  Killed  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Ministry  of  Food  Abattoir  Private  Abattoirs 


Meat  -  3  tons  3  cwt  101  lbs  1  ton  8  cwt  70  lbs 
Offal-  2  tons  7  cwt  91  lbs  1  ton  7  cwt  63  lbs 


From  the  preceding  tables  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  prevalence  of  disease  in  cattle  killed  by  private 
butchers  is  considerably  less  than  in  animals  killed 
by  the  Ministry.  The  principle  reason  for  this  is  that 
since  decontrol,  local  butchers  @.re  purchasing  and 
slaughtering  a  higher  proportion  of  young  livestock  than 
were  the  Ministry,  also  there  has  been  a  great  decrease  in 
the.  number  of  casualty  animals  slaughtered. 

Disposal  of  condemned  meat  has  presented  a 
considerable  problem.  The  only  satisfactory 
arrangement  has  proved  to  be  that  of  colouring  all 
condemned  meat  and  allowing  the  butcher  to  dispose 
of  it  himself  for  animal  feeding  or  to  dealers. 
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18,  Ice  Cream 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale 
of  pre-packed  ice  cream  at  31st  December,  1 954  ~  22 

Number  of  the  above  actually  selling  ice  cream  -  18 

Number  of  new  registrations  during  the  year  -  Nil, 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  selling 
loose  ice  cream.  Throughout  the  year  samples  were 
submitted  regularly  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  results  were  as  follows  •- 


Provisional  Grade  1 
"  "  2 


M 

tl 


"  3 
"  4 


21  samples 
3 

1  " 

Nil  " 


These  results  are  highly  satisfactory  as  only 
one  sample  was  not  up  to  standard.  This  one  sample 
was  returned  by  a  manufacturer  outside  the  district 
whose  ice  cream  has  been  under  question  in  previous 
years.  However,  the  sale  of  this  product  in  the 
Stone  area  has  now  been  discontinued. 


19.  Milk. 


During  the  year  the  County  Authority  have  taken 
the  following  samples  in  this  area 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  -  76 

n  "  biological  test  for  tuberculosis  -  25 

All  the  25  samples  tested  for  tuberculosis 
proved  negative  and  a  large  majority  of  those  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  were  highly  satisfactory. 

One  case  of  indulant  fever  occurred  in  the  area 
as  a  result  of  drinking  milk  infected  with  brucella 
abortus.  The  infected  milk  was  traced  to  a  herd  in 
the  Stone  Rural  area  and  the  County  authority 
eventually  secured  removal  of  the  infected  animals 
from  the  herd. 
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20 •  Inspection  of  Food  Handling  Premises, 


Further  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year 
to  secure  improvement  in  food  shops  and  other  premises. 
In  all  cases  where  appreciable  contravention  of  food 
legislation  was  found,  the  ownershave  willingly  put 
the  matter  right  without  need  for  formal  action. 

As  during  last  yean,  a  good  deal  of  voluntary 
improvement  has  been  made  and  many  shopkeepers  have 
installed  refrigerators  and  other  types  of  cold 
storage  equipment. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  arrangement s  were 
made  with  the  Stone  Cinema  Company  for  the  showing 
of  educational  films  in  connection  with  food  cleanliness-. 


21  .Inspection  of  Food  (Excluding  Meat  at  Abattoirs) . 

Twice  during  this  year  legal  action  was 
instituted  against  bread  manufacturers  for  the  sale  of  • 
unsound  food.  In  both  cases  penalties  were  imposed 
for  the  offences. 

On  several  occasions  food  was  submitted  to 
the  laboratory  and  found  to  be  unfit  but  apart  from 
the  above  two  cases,  legal  action  was  not  considered 
to  be  appropriate  on  any  other  occasions. 

The  following  are  the  total  amounts  of  food 
other  than  meat  at  abattoirs,  voluntary  surrender 
of  which  has  been  accepted. 

Imported  Meat,  Canned  Meat  and  Meat  Products  214-  lbs. 

Other  Foods.  , . ,  , * ,  ,.»  533  lbs,  6  oz. 
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